
CITATIONS TO ACCOMPANY
THE MEDAL OF HONOR

* Denotes Posthumous Award

*LARRY STANLEY PIERCE

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Sgt. Pierce was serving as squad leader in a reconnaissance platoon when his patrol 
was ambushed by hostile forces. Through his inspiring leadership and personal courage, 
the squad succeeded in eliminating an enemy machinegun and routing the opposing 
force. While pursuing the fleeing enemy, the squad came upon a dirt road and, as the 
main body of his men entered the road, Sgt. Pierce discovered an antipersonnel mine 
emplaced in the road bed. Realizing that the mine could destroy the majority of his squad,
Sgt. Pierce saved the lives of his men at the sacrifice of his life by throwing himself 
directly onto the mine as it exploded. Through his indomitable courage, complete 
disregard for his safety, and profound concern for his fellow soldiers, he averted loss of 
life and injury to the members of his squad. Sgt. Pierce's extraordinary heroism, at the 
cost of his life, are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 



*MILTON LEE OLIVE, III

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Pfc. Olive was a member of the 3d Platoon of Company B, as it moved through 
the jungle to find the Viet Cong operating in the area. Although the platoon was subjected
to a heavy volume of enemy gunfire and pinned down temporarily, it retaliated by 
assaulting the Viet Cong positions, causing the enemy to flee. As the platoon pursued the 
insurgents, Pfc. Olive and 4 other soldiers were moving through the jungle together with 
a grenade was thrown into their midst. Pfc. Olive saw the grenade, and then saved the 
lives of his fellow soldiers at the sacrifice of his by grabbing the grenade in his hand and 
falling on it to absorb the blast with his body. Through his bravery, unhesitating actions, 
and complete disregard for his safety, he prevented additional loss of life or injury to the 
members of his platoon. Pfc. Olive's extraordinary heroism, at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great
credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country.



LAWRENCE JOEL

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of life above and beyond the call of 
duty. Sp6c. Joel demonstrated indomitable courage, determination, and professional skill 
when a numerically superior and well-concealed Viet Cong element launched a vicious 
attack which wounded or killed nearly every man in the lead squad of the company. After
treating the men wounded by the initial burst of gunfire, he bravely moved forward to 
assist others who were wounded while proceeding to their objective. While moving from 
man to man, he was struck in the right leg by machine gun fire. Although painfully 
wounded his desire to aid his fellow soldiers transcended all personal feeling. He 
bandaged his own wound and self-administered morphine to deaden the pain enabling 
him to continue his dangerous undertaking. Through this period of time, he constantly 
shouted words of encouragement to all around him. Then, completely ignoring the 
warnings of others, and his pain, he continued his search for wounded, exposing himself 
to hostile fire; and, as bullets dug up the dirt around him, he held plasma bottles high 
while kneeling completely engrossed in his life saving mission. Then, after being struck a
second time and with a bullet lodged in his thigh, he dragged himself over the battlefield 
and succeeded in treating 13 more men before his medical supplies ran out. Displaying 
resourcefulness, he saved the life of 1 man by placing a plastic bag over a severe chest 
wound to congeal the blood. As 1 of the platoons pursued the Viet Cong, an insurgent 
force in concealed positions opened fire on the platoon and wounded many more soldiers.
With a new stock of medical supplies, Sp6c. Joel again shouted words of encouragement 
as he crawled through an intense hail of gunfire to the wounded men. After the 24 hour 



battle subsided and the Viet Cong dead numbered 410, snipers continued to harass the 
company. Throughout the long battle, Sp6c. Joel never lost sight of his mission as a 
medical aidman and continued to comfort and treat the wounded until his own evacuation
was ordered. His meticulous attention to duty saved a large number of lives and his 
unselfish, daring example under most adverse conditions was an inspiration to all. Sp6c. 
Joel's profound concern for his fellow soldiers, at the risk of his life above and beyond 
the call of duty are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon
himself and the Armed Forces of his country.

ALFRED V. RASCON

Specialist Four Alfred Rascon, distinguished himself by a series of extraordinarily 
courageous acts on 16 March 1966, while assigned as a medic to the Reconnaissance 
Platoon, Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion (Airborne), 503rd Infantry, 173d Airborne
Brigade (Separate). While moving to reinforce its sister battalion under intense enemy 
attack, the Reconnaissance Platoon came under heavy fire from a numerically superior 
enemy force. The intense enemy fire from crew-served weapons and grenades severely 
wounded several point squad soldiers. Specialist Rascon, ignoring directions to stay 
behind shelter until covering fire could be provided, made his way forward. He 
repeatedly tried to reach the severely wounded point machine-gunner laying on an open 
enemy trail, but was driven back each time by the withering fire. Disregarding his 
personal safety, he jumped to his feet, ignoring flying bullets and exploding grenades to 
reach his comrade. To protect him from further wounds, he intentionally placed his body 
between the soldier and enemy machine guns, sustaining numerous shrapnel injuries and 



a serious wound to the hip. Disregarding his serious wounds he dragged the larger soldier
from the fire-raked trail. Hearing the second machine-gunner yell that he was running out
of ammunition, Specialist Rascon, under heavy enemy fire crawled back to the wounded 
machine-gunner stripping him of his bandoleers of ammunition, giving them to the 
machine-gunner who continued his suppressive fire. Specialist Rascon fearing the 
abandoned machine gun, its ammunition and spare barrel could fall into enemy hands 
made his way to retrieve them. On the way, he was wounded in the face and torso by 
grenade fragments, but disregarded these wounds to recover the abandoned machine gun, 
ammunition and spare barrel items, enabling another soldier to provide added suppressive
fire to the pinned-down squad. In searching for the wounded, he saw the point grenadier 
being wounded by small arms fire and grenades being thrown at him. Disregarding his 
own life and his numerous wounds, Specialist Rascon reached and covered him with his 
body absorbing the blasts from the exploding grenades, and saving the soldier's life, but 
sustaining additional wounds to his body. While making his way to the wounded point 
squad leader, grenades were hurled at the sergeant. Again, in complete disregard for his 
own life, he reached and covered the sergeant with his body, absorbing the full force of 
the grenade explosions. Once more Specialist Rascon was critically wounded by 
shrapnel, but disregarded his own wounds to continue to search and aid the wounded. 
Severely wounded, he remained on the battlefield, inspiring his fellow soldiers to 
continue the battle. After the enemy broke contact, he disregarded aid for himself, instead
treating the wounded and directing their evacuation. Only after being placed on the 
evacuation helicopter did he allow aid to be given to him. Specialist Rascon's 
extraordinary valor in the face of deadly enemy fire, his heroism in rescuing the 
wounded, and his gallantry by repeatedly risking his own life for his fellow soldiers are in
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army.



CHARLES B. MORRIS

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Seeing indications of the enemy's presence in the area, S/Sgt. Morris deployed 
his squad and continued forward alone to make a reconnaissance. He unknowingly 
crawled within 20 meters of an enemy machinegun, whereupon the gunner fired, 
wounding him in the chest. S/Sgt. Morris instantly returned the fire and killed the gunner.
Continuing to crawl within a few feet of the gun, he hurled a grenade and killed the 
remainder of the enemy crew. Although in pain and bleeding profusely, S/Sgt. Morris 
continued his reconnaissance. Returning to the platoon area, he reported the results of his 
reconnaissance to the platoon leader. As he spoke, the platoon came under heavy fire. 
Refusing medical attention for himself, he deployed his men in better firing positions 
confronting the entrenched enemy to his front. Then for 8 hours the platoon engaged the 
numerically superior enemy force. Withdrawal was impossible without abandoning many
wounded and dead. Finding the platoon medic dead, S/Sgt. Morris administered first aid 
to himself and was returning to treat the wounded members of his squad with the medic's 
first aid kit when he was again wounded. Knocked down and stunned, he regained 
consciousness and continued to treat the wounded, reposition his men, and inspire and 
encourage their efforts. Wounded again when an enemy grenade shattered his left hand, 
nonetheless he personally took up the fight and armed and threw several grenades which 
killed a number of enemy soldiers. Seeing that an enemy machinegun had maneuvered 
behind his platoon and was delivering the fire upon his men, S/Sgt. Morris and another 



man crawled toward the gun to knock it out. His comrade was killed and S/Sgt. Morris 
sustained another wound, but, firing his rifle with 1 hand, he silenced the enemy 
machinegun. Returning to the platoon, he courageously exposed himself to the 
devastating enemy fire to drag the wounded to a protected area, and with utter disregard 
for his personal safety and the pain he suffered, he continued to lead and direct the efforts
of his men until relief arrived. Upon termination of the battle, important documents were 
found among the enemy dead revealing a planned ambush of a Republic of Vietnam 
battalion. Use of this information prevented the ambush and saved many lives. S/Sgt. 
Morris' gallantry was instrumental in the successful defeat of the enemy, saved many 
lives, and was in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army. 

*DON LESLIE MICHAEL

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call 
of duty. Sp4c. Michael, U.S. Army, distinguished himself while serving with Company 
C. Sp4c. Michael was part of a platoon which was moving through an area of suspected 
enemy activity. While the rest of the platoon stopped to provide security, the squad to 
which Sp4c. Michael was assigned moved forward to investigate signs of recent enemy 
activity. After moving approximately 125 meters, the squad encountered a single Viet 
Cong soldier. When he was fired upon by the squad's machine gunner, other Viet Cong 
opened fire with automatic weapons from a well-concealed bunker to the squad's right 
front. The volume of enemy fire was so withering as to pin down the entire squad and 
halt all forward movement. Realizing the gravity of the situation, Sp4c. Michael exposed 
himself to throw 2 grenades, but failed to eliminate the enemy position. From his position



on the left flank, Sp4c. Michael maneuvered forward with 2 more grenades until he was 
within 20 meters of the enemy bunkers, when he again exposed himself to throw 2 
grenades, which failed to detonate. Undaunted, Sp4c. Michael made his way back to the 
friendly positions to obtain more grenades. With 2 grenades in hand, he again started his 
perilous move towards the enemy bunker, which by this time was under intense artillery 
fire from friendly positions. As he neared the bunker, an enemy soldier attacked him from
a concealed position. Sp4c. Michael killed him with his rifle and, in spite of the enemy 
fire and the exploding artillery rounds, was successful in destroying the enemy positions. 
Sp4c. Michael took up pursuit of the remnants of the retreating enemy. When his 
comrades reached Sp4c. Michael, he had been mortally wounded. His inspiring display of
determination and courage saved the lives of many of his comrades and successfully 
eliminated a destructive enemy force. Sp4c. Michael's actions were in keeping with the 
highest traditions of the military service and reflect the utmost credit upon himself and 
the U.S. Army.

*JOHN ANDREW BARNES, III

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Pfc. Barnes distinguished himself by exceptional heroism while 
engaged in combat against hostile forces. Pfc. Barnes was serving as a grenadier when his
unit was attacked by a North Vietnamese force, estimated to be a battalion. Upon seeing 
the crew of a machine gun team killed, Pfc. Barnes, without hesitation, dashed through 
the bullet swept area, manned the machine gun, and killed 9 enemy soldiers as they 
assaulted his position. While pausing just long enough to retrieve more ammunition, Pfc. 
Barnes observed an enemy grenade thrown into the midst of some severely wounded 



personnel close to his position. Realizing that the grenade could further injure or kill the 
majority of the wounded personnel, he sacrificed his life by throwing himself directly 
onto the hand grenade as it exploded. Through his indomitable courage, complete 
disregard for his own safety, and profound concern for his fellow soldiers, he averted a 
probable loss of life and injury to the wounded members of his unit. Pfc. Barnes' 
extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the cost of his life, above and beyond the call of 
duty, are in the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon himself,
his unit, and the U.S. Army.

*CHARLES JOSEPH WATTERS

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Chaplain Watters distinguished himself during an assault in the 
vicinity of Dak To. Chaplain Watters was moving with one of the companies when it 
engaged a heavily armed enemy battalion. As the battle raged and the casualties mounted,
Chaplain Watters, with complete disregard for his safety, rushed forward to the line of 
contact. Unarmed and completely exposed, he moved among, as well as in front of the 
advancing troops, giving aid to the wounded, assisting in their evacuation, giving words 
of encouragement, and administering the last rites to the dying. When a wounded 
paratrooper was standing in shock in front of the assaulting forces, Chaplain Watters ran 
forward, picked the man up on his shoulders and carried him to safety. As the troopers 
battled to the first enemy entrenchment, Chaplain Watters ran through the intense enemy 
fire to the front of the entrenchment to aid a fallen comrade. A short time later, the 
paratroopers pulled back in preparation for a second assault. Chaplain Watters exposed 
himself to both friendly and enemy fire between the 2 forces in order to recover 2 



wounded soldiers. Later, when the battalion was forced to pull back into a perimeter, 
Chaplain Watters noticed that several wounded soldiers were Lying outside the newly 
formed perimeter. Without hesitation and ignoring attempts to restrain him, Chaplain 
Watters left the perimeter three times in the face of small arms, automatic weapons, and 
mortar fire to carry and to assist the injured troopers to safety. Satisfied that all of the 
wounded were inside the perimeter, he began aiding the medics--applying field bandages 
to open wounds, obtaining and serving food and water, giving spiritual and mental 
strength and comfort. During his ministering, he moved out to the perimeter from 
position to position redistributing food and water, and tending to the needs of his men. 
Chaplain Watters was giving aid to the wounded when he himself was mortally wounded.
Chaplain Watters' unyielding perseverance and selfless devotion to his comrades was in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the U.S. Army.

*CARLOS JAMES LOZADA

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Pfc. Lozada, U.S. Army, distinguished himself at the risk of his 
life above and beyond the call of duty in the battle of Dak To. While serving as a 
machine gunner with 1st platoon, Company A, Pfc. Lozada was part of a 4-man early 
warning outpost, located 35 meters from his company's lines. At 1400 hours a North 
Vietnamese Army company rapidly approached the outpost along a well defined trail. 
Pfc. Lozada alerted his comrades and commenced firing at the enemy who were within 
10 meters of the outpost. His heavy and accurate machine gun fire killed at least 20 North
Vietnamese soldiers and completely disrupted their initial attack. Pfc. Lozada remained 
in an exposed position and continued to pour deadly fire upon the enemy despite the 



urgent pleas of his comrades to withdraw. The enemy continued their assault, attempting 
to envelop the outpost. At the same time enemy forces launched a heavy attack on the 
forward west flank of Company A with the intent to cut them off from their battalion. 
Company A was given the order to withdraw. Pfc. Lozada apparently realized that if he 
abandoned his position there would be nothing to hold back the surging North 
Vietnamese soldiers and that the entire company withdrawal would be jeopardized. He 
called for his comrades to move back and that he would stay and provide cover for them. 
He made this decision realizing that the enemy was converging on 3 sides of his position 
and only meters away, and a delay in withdrawal meant almost certain death. Pfc. Lozada
continued to deliver a heavy, accurate volume of suppressive fire against the enemy until 
he was mortally wounded and had to be carried during the withdrawal. His heroic deed 
served as an example and an inspiration to his comrades throughout the ensuing 4-day 
battle. Pfc. Lozada's actions are in the highest traditions of the U.S. Army and reflect 
great credit upon himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army. 

*LASZLO RABEL

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. S/Sgt. Rabel distinguished himself while serving as leader of 
Team Delta, 74th Infantry Detachment. At 1000 hours on this date, Team Delta was in a 
defensive perimeter conducting reconnaissance of enemy trail networks when a member 
of the team detected enemy movement to the front. As S/Sgt. Rabel and a comrade 
prepared to clear the area, he heard an incoming grenade as it landed in the midst of the 
team's perimeter. With complete disregard for his life, S/Sgt. Rabel threw himself on the 



grenade and, covering it with his body, received the complete impact of the immediate 
explosion. Through his indomitable courage, complete disregard for his safety and 
profound concern for his fellow soldiers, S/Sgt. Rabel averted the loss of life and injury 
to the other members of Team Delta. By his gallantry at the cost of his life in the highest 
traditions of the military service, S/Sgt. Rabel has reflected great credit upon himself, his 
unit, and the U.S. Army.

*TERRY TERUO KAWAMURA

For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above and 
beyond the call of duty. Cpl. Kawamura distinguished himself by heroic action while 
serving as a member of the 173d Engineer Company. An enemy demolition team 
infiltrated the unit quarters area and opened fire with automatic weapons. Disregarding 
the intense fire, Cpl. Kawamura ran for his weapon. At that moment, a violent explosion 
tore a hole in the roof and stunned the occupants of the room. Cpl. Kawamura jumped to 
his feet, secured his weapon and, as he ran toward the door to return the enemy fire, he 
observed that another explosive charge had been thrown through the hole in the roof to 
the floor. He immediately realized that 2 stunned fellow soldiers were in great peril and 
shouted a warning. Although in a position to escape, Cpl. Kawamura unhesitatingly 
wheeled around and threw himself on the charge. In completely disregarding his safety, 
Cpl. Kawamura prevented serious injury or death to several members of his unit. The 
extraordinary courage and selflessness displayed by Cpl. Kawamura are in the highest 
traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, and the 
U.S. Army.



*MICHAEL R. BLANCHFIELD

Citation: For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of his life above 
and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Blanchfield distinguished himself while serving as a 
rifleman in Company A on a combat patrol. The patrol surrounded a group of houses to 
search for suspects. During the search of 1 of the huts, a man suddenly ran out toward a 
nearby tree line. Sp4c. Blanchfield, who was on guard outside the hut, saw the man, 
shouted for him to halt, and began firing at him as the man ignored the warning and 
continued to run. The suspect suddenly threw a grenade toward the hut and its occupants. 
Although the exploding grenade severely wounded Sp4c. Blanchfield and several others, 
he regained his feet to continue the pursuit of the enemy. The fleeing enemy threw a 
second grenade which landed near Sp4c. Blanchfield and several members of his patrol. 
Instantly realizing the danger, he shouted a warning to his comrades. Sp4c. Blanchfield 
unhesitatingly and with complete disregard for his safety, threw himself on the grenade, 
absorbing the full and fatal impact of the explosion. By his gallant action and self-
sacrifice, he was able to save the lives and prevent injury to 4 members of the patrol and 
several Vietnamese civilians in the immediate area. Sp4c. Blanchfield's extraordinary 
courage and gallantry at the cost of his life above and beyond the call of duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the U.S. Army.



*GLENN H. ENGLISH, JR.

S/Sgt. English was riding in the lead armored personnel carrier in a 4-vehicle column 
when an enemy mine exploded in front of his vehicle. As the vehicle swerved from the 
road, a concealed enemy force waiting in ambush opened fire with automatic weapons 
and anti-tank grenades, striking the vehicle several times and setting it on fire. S/Sgt. 
English escaped from the disabled vehicle and, without pausing to extinguish the flames 
on his clothing, rallied his stunned unit. He then led it in a vigorous assault, in the face of 
heavy enemy automatic weapons fire, on the entrenched enemy position. This prompt and
courageous action routed the enemy and saved his unit from destruction. Following the 
assault, S/Sgt. English heard the cries of 3 men still trapped inside the vehicle. Paying no 
heed to warnings that the ammunition and fuel in the burning personnel carrier might 
explode at any moment, S/Sgt. English raced to the vehicle and climbed inside to rescue 
his wounded comrades. As he was lifting 1 of the men to safety, the vehicle exploded, 
mortally wounding him and the man he was attempting to save. By his extraordinary 
devotion to duty, indomitable courage, and utter disregard for his own safety, S/Sgt. 
English saved his unit from destruction and selflessly sacrificed his life in a brave attempt
to save 3 comrades. S/Sgt. English's conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the 
cost of his life were an inspiration to his comrades and are in the highest traditions of the 
U.S. Army.



SALVATORE A. GIUNTA

Specialist Salvatore A. Giunta distinguished himself conspicuously by gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed
enemy in the Korengal Valley, Afghanistan, on October 25, 2007. While conducting a 
patrol as team leader with Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 
Specialist Giunta and his team were navigating through harsh terrain when they were 
ambushed by a well-armed and well-coordinated insurgent force. While under heavy 
enemy fire, Specialist Giunta immediately sprinted towards cover and engaged the 
enemy. Seeing that his squad leader had fallen and believing that he had been injured, 
Specialist Giunta exposed himself to withering enemy fire and raced towards his squad 
leader, helped him to cover, and administered medical aid. While administering first aid, 
enemy fire struck Specialist Giunta's body armor and his secondary weapon. Without 
regard to the ongoing fire, Specialist Giunta engaged the enemy before prepping and 
throwing grenades, using the explosions for cover in order to conceal his position. 
Attempting to reach additional wounded fellow soldiers who were separated from the 
squad, Specialist Giunta and his team encountered a barrage of enemy fire that forced 
them to the ground. The team continued forward and upon reaching the wounded 
soldiers, Specialist Giunta realized that another soldier was still separated from the 
element. Specialist Giunta then advanced forward on his own initiative. As he crested the 
top of a hill, he observed two insurgents carrying away an American soldier. He 
immediately engaged the enemy, killing one and wounding the other. Upon reaching the 
wounded soldier, he began to provide medical aid, as his squad caught up and provided 
security. Specialist Giunta's unwavering courage, selflessness, and decisive leadership 
while under extreme enemy fire were integral to his platoon's ability to defeat an enemy 



ambush and recover a fellow American soldier from the enemy. Specialist Salvatore A. 
Giunta's extraordinary heroism and selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in 
keeping with the highest traditions of military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, and the United 
States Army.

KYLE J. WHITE

Specialist Kyle J. White distinguished himself by acts of gallantry and intrepidity at the 
risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a radio telephone 
operator with Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d 
Airborne Brigade, during combat operations against an armed enemy in Nuristan 
Province, Afghanistan on November 9, 2007. On that day, Specialist White and his 
comrades were returning to Bella Outpost from a shura with Aranas Village elders. As 
the soldiers traversed a narrow path surrounded by mountainous, rocky terrain, they were 
ambushed by enemy forces from elevated positions. Pinned against a steep mountain 
face, Specialist White and his fellow soldiers were completely exposed to enemy fire. 
Specialist White returned fire and was briefly knocked unconscious when a rocket-
propelled grenade impacted near him. When he regained consciousness, another round 
impacted near him, embedding small pieces of shrapnel in his face. Shaking off his 
wounds, Specialist White noticed one of his comrades lying wounded nearby. Without 
hesitation, Specialist White exposed himself to enemy fire in order to reach the soldier 
and provide medical aid. After applying a tourniquet, Specialist White moved to an 
injured Marine, similarly providing aid and comfort until the Marine succumbed to his 
wounds. Specialist White then returned to the soldier and discovered that he had been 



wounded again. Applying his own belt as an additional tourniquet, Specialist White was 
able to stem the flow of blood and save the soldier's life. Noticing that his and the other 
soldier's radios were inoperative, Specialist White exposed himself to enemy fire yet 
again in order to secure a radio from a deceased comrade. He then provided information 
and updates to friendly forces, allowing precision airstrikes to stifle the enemy's attack 
and ultimately permitting medical evacuation aircraft to rescue him, his fellow soldiers, 
Marines and Afghan Army soldiers. Specialist Kyle J. White's extraordinary heroism and 
selflessness above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions 
of military service and reflect great credit upon himself, Company C, 2d Battalion 
(Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade and the United States Army.

RYAN M. PITTS

Sergeant Ryan M. Pitts distinguished himself by extraordinary acts of heroism at the risk 
of his life above and beyond the call of duty while serving as a Forward Observer in 2d 
Platoon, Chosen Company, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry Regiment, 173d 
Airborne Brigade during combat operations against an armed enemy at Vehicle Patrol 
Base Kahler in the vicinity of Wanat Village, Kunar Province, Afghanistan on July 13, 
2008. Early that morning, while Sergeant Pitts was providing perimeter security at 
Observation Post Topside, a well-organized Anti-Afghan Force consisting of over 200 
members initiated a close proximity sustained and complex assault using accurate and 
intense rocket-propelled grenade, machine gun and small arms fire on Wanat Vehicle 
Patrol Base. An immediate wave of rocket-propelled grenade rounds engulfed the 
Observation Post wounding Sergeant Pitts and inflicting heavy casualties. Sergeant Pitts 



had been knocked to the ground and was bleeding heavily from shrapnel wounds to his 
arm and legs, but with incredible toughness and resolve, he subsequently took control of 
the Observation Post and returned fire on the enemy. As the enemy drew nearer, Sergeant
Pitts threw grenades, holding them after the pin was pulled and the safety lever was 
released to allow a nearly immediate detonation on the hostile forces. Unable to stand on 
his own and near death because of the severity of his wounds and blood loss, Sergeant 
Pitts continued to lay suppressive fire until a two-man reinforcement team arrived. 
Sergeant Pitts quickly assisted them by giving up his main weapon and gathering 
ammunition all while continually lobbing fragmentary grenades until these were 
expended. At this point, Sergeant Pitts crawled to the northern position radio and 
described the situation to the Command Post as the enemy continued to try and isolate the
Observation Post from the main Patrol Base. With the enemy close enough for him to 
hear their voices and with total disregard for his own life, Sergeant Pitts whispered in the 
radio situation reports and conveyed information that the Command Post used to provide 
indirect fire support. Sergeant Pitts' courage, steadfast commitment to the defense of his 
unit and ability to fight while seriously wounded prevented the enemy from overrunning 
the Observation Post and capturing fallen American soldiers, and ultimately prevented 
the enemy from gaining fortified positions on higher ground from which to attack Wanat 
Vehicle Patrol Base. Sergeant Ryan M. Pitts' extraordinary heroism and selflessness 
above and beyond the call of duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, Company C, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 503d 
Infantry Regiment, 173d Airborne Brigade and the United States Army.
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